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HERE is Nothing ſo abſurd 
and extravagant which angry 
Folk will not ſometimes urge, 
in Behalf of themſelves, or to 
de D iſparagement of thoſe with 
whom they diſagree. A more 
flagrant Inſtance whereof (in one Kind) can- 
not well be imagined, than what of late hath 
been advanced and ſtrongly inculcated upon 
the Minds of the People; namely, that the 
greateſt Miſery, to which Mankind are liable 

om Government, is to be apprehended from a 
legal one; and this, in Order to induce a Belief 
(of what they fail not to inſinuate at the ſame _ 


A 3 Time) 


& 
| [ 6. ] 
Time) that we are running faſt into that cala- 
milous Circumſtance. ; 


They who have been bold to write and con- 
verſe in.this Manner ( for ſuch I have read and 
met with ) do, from the Nature of the Charge, 
as well as in the Courſe of their Arguments to 
ſupport it, admit, what, at other Times, and 
upon other Occaſions, they have been leaſt 
willing to own, vig. that our preſent Govern- 
ment is according to Law, and ſquares its ME a- 
SURES- accordingly. | 


I congratulate my CounTRy then upon this 
excellent TRUTH, eſteeming the Confeſſion of 
an Adverſary to be double Proof. 


I congratulate the ADMINISTRATION to find 


their Enemies reduced to the Neceſſity of paint- 


ing that as a Crime, which is, indeed, the higheſt 
Encomium, the ſtrongeſt Commendation, 
which can be given of Government. 


And ] rejoice to ſee our publick DAN ER 
and our GRIEVANCEs dwindle into ſomething 
ſo very paradoxical, that many have treated and 
thought of it as a Thing almoſt impoſhble, 
what no Man, I believe, can by any Arts be 
made ſericuſly afraid of; we meet with Nothing 
like it among all the Grievances and Remon- 
ſtrances of former Times. In all their Struggles 
for Liberty, they conſtantly complained, that 


1 


TE 


the Laws were diſregarded; and pretended to 
deſire no farther Redreſs, than to get ſome Se- 
curity, that theſe ſhould be better obſerved, and 
be made the Rule of their Governors Actions 
for the Time to come. 


But the Impugners of the preſent Govern- 
ment repreſent us in the high Road to Slavery, 
our Liberties upon the Point of being given up 
to arbitrary Power, in a legal Way. | 


Arbitrary Power implies an unbounded Au- 
thority ; and to attempt an arbitrary Govern- 
ment (in this Kingdom) hath always been 
underſtood to fignify a Contempt and Defiance 
of the known Laws of the Land, thoſe parti- 
cularly which have been ſer as a Fence to the 
RicuTs and PRIVILEOESs of the PROpLE, and 
a Bar to the Powrr and PrERoGATIVE of 
the CRown. Theſe have, at Times, been the 
Subject of mighty Struggles. Inteſtine Wars 
have proceeded from Incroachments of one 
Side, and the other; great Calamities have 
enſued ; but never was it known that the Com- 
munity laboured under any Misfortunes on 
Account of the Laws; on the other Hand, 
publick Peace and Happineſs ever prevailed, 
the Prince and People have been mutually 
happy, in Proportion as they were on both 
Sides obſerved, 


Tis 


E 
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'Tis needleſs to cite particular Paſſages from 
Hiſtory, in Confirmation of what is in itſelf + 
ſo rational. It is hard to ſuppoſe national 
Laws not calculated for the common Benefit; 
it is againſt Experience, in the Main, to ſay 
they are not ſo in every Country, though ſome 
are provided with better Syſtems than others. 
All People receive Benefit from their Laws, 
and thoſe the greateſt, where they are the moſt 
conſcienciouſly kept, notwithſtanding they 
may have conũderable Defeas in them, well 
deſerving to be ſupplied. And ſhall. we then, 
who juſtly boaſt of the beft Laws of every 
Kind, be under any Terrors about living and 
being governed by them? Or has there heen any 
new Laws ſo muchas offered at by the Admi- 
niſtration, that can alarm even timorous Poli- 
ticians of common Senſe, with an Apprehen- 
ſion that any Change of our Laws is intended 
to increaſe the Power of the Crown? What 
Laws have of late been made or propoſed which 
the People can juſtly eſteem as Grievances? 
Have they Provocation or Temptation to fall 
in with the falſe Cry of the gloomy and reſtleſs 
Spirit of Oppoſition, that legal Slavery 1s 1n- 
troducing, Slavery ty'd down upon us with the 
indiſſoluble Cords of Law, with the whole 
Weight of civil Power, not to be gainſaid or 

reſiſted? Why don't they tell the People what 
theſe dreadful Laws are, and with their uſual 
Vehemence repreſent and exaggerate the m__ 
ra 
4 
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ral Hardſhips of them ? they might then re- 
ceive a more direct Anſwer; it might be ſeen, 
if they would not admit of a fair Vindication, 
if the ſeveral Inconveniences alledged are not 
more than balanced by the much greater pub- 
lick Conveniences, and general Advantages far 
outweighing them. In the mean Time, I 
ſhall not ſo far play the CHAMpIOox, to 
challenge them on this Head, whoſe Anſwer 
poſſibly may be, that it would be combating 
upon unequal Terms, as I am ſafe under the 
Protection of that Power which gave them 
Being, while they are expoſed to the Diſplea- 
ſure and Indignation of it; and they had 
Need uſe ſome Caution who are upon the Bor- 
ders of Treaſon, doing all they can (without 
endangering their own Necks ) to inflame their 


T7 ParTyY into REBELLION and bring a CiviL. 


Wan upon the NATION; for uch is the plain, 
Drift of their Writings and Diſcourſe, ſuch 
might be the Effect of them, but that it is eaſy 
to {ee they have not more Sagacity or Honeſty 
than their Neighbours, but far leſs Truth and. 
Modeſty than conſiſts with being good Subjects 


1 to the Power that protects them, Friends to 
the Community whereof they are unworthy, 
Members. 


Any Government, at this Rate, may be 
traduced and vilified. There is no atufying 
every particular Caviller at the ſtanding Laws 
of a Nation. Dee Stealers, diſaſfected, raſb 

B and 
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and daring Spirits will inveigh againſt the 
BLAck and Rior AcTs; the Makers and Ven- 
ders of ſophiſticated Goods will murmur at the 
Inſpection of their DruGGs; SMUGGLERS 
will rail at CusTom-xovuse OFFICERs and Ex- 
cisE Mx; and even the TRADERs from Ner- 


gate to the Old Baily, will be apt to fay that the 


Judges are cruel and bloody-minded, and to call 
Jack KgTcu an impertinent, troubleſome 
Fellow. But theſe are nevertheleſs, in the 


Opinion of all reaſonable Perſons, abſolutely 


expedient for the common Good. 


In like Manner, People that bear an impla- 


cable Hatred to our preſent Form of Govern- 


ment, or to the Adminiſtrator of it, and fe 
employed under HI, will never ceaſe their 
more general Calumnies, mixed even with ſome 
of theſe, while they have the Mortification of 
not being able to obtain their Exps; wherefore 
it is better to hear their Slanders, than to groan 
under the Conſequences of their having com- 
paſſed the leaft hurt ful of their Deſires. 


Is it true in Fact, that any Thing hath been 
done in a legal Way to the undermining of our 
Liberties? It muſt have been by the Abolition 
of ſome of thoſe Laws, which, (as already 
obſerved ) are the great Boundaries of our Con- 
ſtitution. But what of this Kind hath been 

done? I think I may be bald to ſay, Nothing, 
If changing the Parliament from triennial to 


ſep- 


r! 

ſeptennial be objected, I anſwer, that Change 
is but a ſight and circumſtantial one, firſt made 
for the publick Safety, for the ſame Reaſons 
continued, with an Eye to common Conveni- 
ence founded upon Experience, and from 
which no Evil can be apprehended; as might 
be ſhewn from many Arguments, and will 
appear more evident, if we conſider our pre- 
tended Danger in the View of Probability, ac- 
cording to the Nature and Reaſon of Things, 


This new Panick is to affright us with the 
Apprehenſions of loſing in a ga Way our 
Engliſh Liberties, which, however enjoy'd 
before the ConqQuesT, were from that Time in 
a fluctuating State, and not fully eſtabliſhed 
till the REvoLUT1oN; but hen fixed upon a 
ſolid, J hope, a laſting Foundation, whereon 
we have ſtood hitherto againſt all Attempts. 
And what is the Baſis, upon which we have 
thus happily reſted, but that of a PRoTesTAawnT 
Government ACCORDING to Law? That was 
our Deliverance, has been our Preſervation, 
and vill preſerve us, if, by a Spirit of Faction 
and Diſcord, we don't become acceſſory to our 
own Deſtruction, 


3 
A PROTESTANT PRINCE is the Security of 
our religious, as a Government according to 
Law is the Bulwark of our civil Liberties; 


theſe are ſo connected, have ſuch a Dependance 


B 2 upon 
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upon each other, that there is no Poſſibility of 
their ſubſiſting ſeparately. 


It is in vain for a PROTESTANT People to 
expect Liberty of any Kind under a Popisn 
Government; and Liberty of al Kinds muſt 
be very precarious where Government is not 
according to Law; but where it is, and Pro- 
teſtant too, it is as vain to be under any Ap- 
prehenfions about them. 


In our Caſe and Conſtitution, ſo much muſt 
be done and ſuffered before we can loſe our Li- 
berties in a legal Way, that, if it may admit 
of a Doubt, whether it is poſſible, at the moſt, 
it is but barely ſo, How far then is it proba- 
ble? The Queſtion, in a Manner, reſolves 
itſelf, But to repreſent at likely, 


It is ſaid indeed there is no Merit in acting 
according to Law, no Security to the People 
by it, if a Law is to be had at Pleaſure to ſerve 
any Purpoſe. This Argument is like a Flail, 
againſt which there is no fencing; is as liable 


to hit the beſt as the worſt of Laws; however, 


it is conſiſtent, if not with a real Scheme propo- 
ſed by the Perſons in the Oppoſition, of whom 
I would willingly hope better, yet it muſt be 
owned to be of a Piece with /ome of the ableſt 
Writers in their Cauſe, and has a direct and na- 
tural Tendency to remove all Love and Reverence 
for the very Fundamentals of our Conſtitution, 

and 


the Truth o 
are two ſtrong Parties in the Kingdom, one in 


WW 


and to prepare the inconſiderate Multitude to 


make a Sacrifice of the Regal and Parliamenta- 
ry Authority and Power; as alſo their other un- 
reaſonable Invectives againſt a MIN IS TER, they 
envy for his STATION and hate for his AB1L1- 
TIES, have been calculated, and are almoſt con- 
feſſed to be intended, to excite a tumultuous. 
Rabble to a private Aſſaſſination, 


To anſwer both theſe Ends, they teach the 


1 People that they have no legal Repreſentatives, 


but thoſe whom the Friends of their Faction 

have freely choſe ; and that in the Houſe the 

Votes of the Minority are the only uncorrupt 
ONES. | | ö 5 

Concerning the firſt of theſe Inſinuations, 

f the Caſe is briefly this: There 


Truſt and Power, the other (to ſay the beſt of it) 
wanting to be ſo; Theſe divide the whole Peo- 
ple betwixt them, particularly in every Thing 


which is Matter of Election; every one chu- 
# ling his Side, as his Views or Obligations, 
Principles and Opinions lead him; this is known 
to every one who is capable of the leaſt Obſer- 


vation; and yet it is objected to the Govern- 
ment, and greatly complained of, that where- 
ever a Perſon in the Intereſt of it becomes a 
Candidate, he is ſure, if oppoſed by a Gentle- 
man of the contrary Character, of the Vore and 
Intereſt of all ſuch as are peculiarly addicted to 


the 


W 
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to the State, all who have Obligations to, er 


Dependance on it. And what doth all this a- [ 


mount to, more than an Objection againft com- 


mon Friends being Friends to one another? Than 
which nothing is more natural or commenda- 
ble, in a good good Cauſe, and what, they, who | 


blame it, ſtrictly practiſe in a bad one. 


The Political Notions and Conduct of certain 
Perſons having firſt recommended them to the 
Notice of thoſe who have the Power of Promo- 


tion in their Hands; their Way of Thinki 


(about Government) is a principal Cauſe of their | 
being what they are. Is it any way to be won- ? 
dered at then or found Fault with, that ſuch act 


a conſiſtent Part, that they have not prevatica- 
ted, don't offer Violence to their Principles, 


merely to gratify their Enemies, or (which to 


a generous Mind is equally ſhocking) exhibit 


a ſhameful Inſtance of Deceit and Ingratitude? 'F 
Thoſe, ſurely, who pretend to quarrel with the 
Practice, could not poſſibly like the Traytor, 


tho' they ſhould approve the Treaſon of a Man's 
getting his Turn ſerved, and then /zghtly and 
wantonly deſerting his Friends and Benefactors. 


Every one who has taken the Oaths to the 
Government, (as all theſe have done) beſides the * 
common Obligations of Protection, is under 
that particular one, to be a Friend to it, in all 
lawful Caſes, to the utmoſt of his Power, and 
the beſt of his Judgment. 

4 | 


Does a Perſon then * 
in 
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in his Judgment approve the political Behavi- 


our of one Party, or Set of Men, more than a: 


nother ; is he not in Conſcience obliged, as well 


as in Opinion diſpoſed (in his political Capaci- 
) to fall in with them? It cannot furely be ac- + - 


counted lefs his Duty, or his Inclination, be- 
cauſe his Obligations lye the ſame Way. Thus, 
in general, may be fairly vindicated (in Point 
both of Honeſty and Freedom) thoſe Votes at 
Elections, which to the diſcontented, I had al- 
moſt ſaid 1 — are ſo extremely obno- 
xious, f@ no Reaſon that I can fee, but becauſe 


N | ſome Perſons are not thought worthy of them. 


What t is their real Crime? And wherein 


does their Offence conſiſt? Why, the Party, 


they want to overcome, don't tamely tie up 
their own Hands, and ſubmit themſelves a 
Victim to their Enemies; they don't neglect 
the common Means of Self-Defence, and for 
the Support of that Cauſe, in which they are 
ingaged, being fully perſuaded it is a righteous 
= ONE, | 


While the Gentlemen their Opponents mo- 
deſtly take all Methods lawful and unlawful, 
directly or indirectly, to carry their Elections. 
They are loud indeed for the Freedom of them, 
in which they ſeem, by their Behaviour to 
include a Liberty of polling all that will come 
and give a Vote for their truſty Friends. They 
were great Adyocates for an extraordinary Law 


againſt 


 [f 63 
againſt Bribery and Corruption, and notorious 
for being Tranſgreſſors of it. ts 


In general, they have not only done, with 
Regard to Elections, what is natural, to all 
contending Parties, and juſtifiable, if the End 
is not a bad one, but many of them have 
diſtingutſhed themſelves by other Practices 
altogether indefenſible; all which availeth them 
very little. The Friends of the Government 
are in many Places elected, and they are 


thought to be the Majority. Had this happened 3 


to the Oppoſition, it would have been no 


Crime, however it might have proved their 


Countries Misfortune ; they ſpared 0 Pazns, 


neglected no Means to have had it the Caſe; and 


conſidering People will eſteem it a Mercy their 
Succeſs fell ſhort of their Expectations, 


Having diſpatched the Article of Elections, 


to the Reputation and. Advantage of the Go- 
vernments Friends; Let us try their Votes in- 


Parliament, which, according to their general 


Method, are repreſented ſo highly culpable. 


Under this Head are to be included the 
Friends of the Adminiſtration in both Houſes, 
becauſe the Reflexion extends to both; repre- 


ſenting many of them under undue Influences, 


dangerous to our preſent Conſtitution, tending 
to impair, and in the End deſtroy our Liber- 
ties. Here it is thought Proof enough, - ob- 

erve 


[ 17 ] 
ſerve ſuch and ſuch, who voted 7his or that 
Way, in certain Caſes, to enjoy Places of 
Truſt and Profit, or to have had Honours 
and Dignities conferred upon them ; without 
entering farther into the particular Merits of 
thoſe Caſes : As if, becauſe a Bill happened 
to be agreeable ro the Sentiments of the 
Miniſtry, it was in Courſe to be underſtood 
as a bad one; or becauſe Gentlemen had 
been any Way particularly truſted, or favou- 
red, or honoured by their Prince, that were 
enough to render them ſuſpected, nay to 


& convict them of profiigate Principles, as 


wanting a due Regard for the Intereſt of 
their Country ; which is mere begging the 
Queſtion, taking that for granted, which 
wants to be, I may venture to ſay, in the 
general, cannot be proved, ought not there- 
fore to be affirmed or obliquely hinted ar ; 
it is inverting the Nature of Things, ſetting 
up a falſe Standard of Right and Wrong; 
the Preſumption being much ſtronger in 
Favour of theſe Gentlemen. 


Which Way, for Inſtance, do Mankind 


generally arrive to Honour and Promotion, 


j great Truſts and weighty Employments ? 


#3 


But by the Paths of Virtue and Juſtice, In- 
tegrity and Learning, a known Capacity for 
publick Buſineſs, experienced Iidelity ; at 
leaſt it muſt be allowed that ut is no ſmall 

| C Step 


10 
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HS 
Step to ſuch Advancement, to be known 
or believed to have an unſuſpected Zeal for 


the Service of their Prince and Country. 
Admit them then but to have gained their 


Stations in the ordinary Way, which is moſt 


likely, as it is moſt candid to think ſo, and 
there is no Difficulty in accounting for their 
after Conduct, upon the ſame - Foot, viz. 
from the Uniformity of their Principles and 
Actions, directed in one View to the com- 
mon Peace and Proſperity, as thoſe of their 
Opponents #00 vifbly are to the perplexing 
and diſtreſſing the Affairs of the Nation, 
at Home and Abroad. This might ſuffice 


as a general Vindication, in Anſwer to a ge- 


neral Charge. 


But it is aſſerted, more particularly, that 
every Thing propoſed in Parliament is car- 
ried according to the Inclinations of the 
Miniſtry and Government, and from thence 
inferred, that, by the ſame Rule, they are 
able to carry any Point; upon the ſuppoſed 
Truth of which two Propoſitions, chiefly, 
on the latter, is built all our fmaginary 
Danger. Admit the „irt were true, yet the 
Iz does by no Means follow. A much 
more natural Concluſion from their Strength 
in Parliament ( unleſs ſome Proof could be 
brought ro the contrary ) eſpecially when all 
the Nation fees ir ſtands upon the almoſt 

unanimous 
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unanimous Suffrage of ſo great a Number of 
Gentlemen of the largeſt Fortunes, and be, 
Families, is, to account of it as we who 
love our King and Conſtitution are apt to 
eſteem it, an happy Evidence of the Inte- 
grity and Abilities of the Adminiſtration. 
Were they capable of attempting any Thing 
to the Prejudice of our Conſtitution, they 
would ſoon find their Strength decline, and 
their Numbers leſſen; and this Spirit of 
their Friends they know and rejoice in, as 
their own and the Nations Security. 


Not an Inſtance is produced, wherein 
they have not had the Approbation, out of 
Parliament, as well as the Concurrence, in 
both Houſes, of ſeveral Perſons wholly 
& diſintereſted as to any Thing but the pub- 
lick Welfare; independent, in the ſtricteſt 
Senſe of the Word, under no Influences, but 
3 thoſe of honeſt Minds and found Fudgments ; 
and as ſuch (I conceive) are not to be 


3 arraigned and cenſured for their Conduct 


I and their Opinions; ſo neither can any Im- 
putation well lye ( notwithſtanding; their Pla- 
ces, Sc.) againſt others, who obſerved the 


lite Conduct upon the /ame Occaſions, and 


q held the /ame Opinions about the ſame Things. 


As to the particular Caſes frequently hinted 
at, of Perſons diſmiſſed the publick Service; 
3 it 
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it would be as impertinent to go about to 
aſſign, as to ask a Reaſon for what is the 


undoubted Prerogative of the Crown, im- I 
memorially ſo. The Royal Dignity muſt _Þ ſes 
abate of, nay /oſe its preſent Uſe, as well as are 
ancient Luſtre, if Things of that Nature are the 
once ſuffered to be minutely ſcanned. It in 
is enough that Perſons of the fir Eſtates L. 
and Quality, undoubted Worth and Honour, L. 
have (upon all Vacancies) ſucceeded to great to 
Employments ; that is ſufficient for the ge- to 
nerality; and farther it is not meet to deſire dat 
to pry into the Cabinet of our Sovereign; ve 
particular Royal Favour having never been It 
_ underſtood to be the FREEHoLD of any ons * 
Subject, rather than ANOTHER. | f : 
A Difference among Gentlemen once o b 
the ſame Perſuaſion, a Defection of ſome of 
them from their wonted Rules of Action, 


may be accounted for, from the common 
Accidents of Intrigues and Cabals, private 
Paſſions, Jealouſies, Ambition, Emulation, 
Diſappointments, Sc. without ſuppoſing ſome 
material hidden Cauſe, any dangerous Project 
eſpecially on the Part of the ſubſiſting Mi- 
niſtry; nor is it reaſonable to believe Per- 
ſons capable of going any Lengths, becauſe 

they are, and have been ſome Time with 

chem. | | 
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It is in vain to perſuade Perſons to any 


1 Thing which palpably contradicts their Sen- 
ſes; impoſſible to make People believe they 


are in actual Slavery, who plainly perceive 
themſelves in the fulleſt Enjoyment of Freedom 
in every Inſtance that can be thought of, 
Liberty of every Kind extending even to 
Licentiouſneſs ; and therefore the more eaſily 
to delude and affright them, it is neceſſary 
to place this Bugbear of pretended Danger 
at ſome Diſtance, and only charge the Go- 
vernment with the Manifeſtation of a Defign, 
it might as well be ſaid with zntending to 
intend, ſome Time hence, to deprive them 
of their Liberties, by ſubjecting them to 
legal Slavery, Chains heavier and ſtronger for 
being impoſed in a Parliamentary Way. 


If I miſtake not the Argument, the Streſs of 
our Danger is not laid upon any Thing already 
done, only as it is made a Teſt of a bad Diſpo- 
ſition, a Preparative and a Precedent for De- 
ſigns in Embryo, future and impending Miſ- 
chief. But, how can Things, not bad in them- 
ſelves, be ſigns of Evil to come? Why yes, tis 
ſaid, they are Signs of arbitrary and tyrannical 
Views on the one Hand, an obſequious Tem- 


per, a ſervile Dependance, and {laviſh Com- 


pliance on the other, which may terminate in 
actual Miſchief, and probably will; and there 
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is nothing eaſier, than to give out hard Names, 


and abuſive Epithets. But if what is under- cum 
ſtood by thoſe odious Terms, 1s but a reaſona- derſt, 
ble Compliance, a zz/t and peaceable Conformi- 7 true 
ty to Things convenient and ab/olutely neceſſa- elſe 
ry to the publick Good, it deſerves a better and 

Appellation, as it cannot iſſue in any Thing that 
but publick Happineſs; and the Probability dual 
is the Reverſe of what is inſinuated, that way. 
ſuch will continue to act with the ſame honeſs vaili 
Views, and to the ſame good Effect. vend 
| Cau 


However J may differ in Opinion from vol 
thoſe with whom I am diſputing, we ſeem ever 


— 


to agree in the fame Kind of Arguments. But 
- They will not preſume to ſpeak with Cer- that 
tainty about Things future and only eventu- preſ 
al; they urge Probability; I think it is with over 


me. They argue from the Nature of the In- 
fluence, under which they are pleaſed to re- 
preſent ſome Gentlemen, to the Poſſibility 
of their conſenting to inſlave the Nation. I 
argue, according» to human Probability, from 
the ſmall intrinſic Worth of thoſe Advanta- 
ges, (by them named Dependencies) all Things 
conſidered, and compared with the other real 
and greater Intereſts of the Generality of 
them, to the utter Improbability of their be- 
ing capable of combining to hurt our pre- 
ſent Conſtitution. 


Here 
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Here 1 conſider them in their ſeveral Cir- 


X cumſtances, according to their Wills and Un- 
derſtandings, with reſpect to the real and 
true Intereſt. of themſelves, with whatever 
Felle is dear to them, their Country, Friends 
and Pofterity; but then it muſt be underſtood 
that I undertake not to juſtify every indivi- 
dual Perſon, upon his own Motives; there al- 
ways were and ever will be ſome on the pre- 
vailing Side merely for the Sake of the Pro- 
vender; which yet is no Prejudice to any 
Cauſe ( they are beſt known by being apt to re- 
volt and fly off to a contrary Extreme, uben- 
ever their whole Ambition is not ſatisfied; ) 
But I ſpeak for the greater Part, when I ſay 
that it is altogether improbable, that our 
7 preſent Legiſlators ſhould conſpire to the, 
7 overturning of our Liberties. If they do, it 
2 muſt be for the Sake of an extraordinary Ad- 
vantage, or from ſome darling Principle; 
either of which Conſiderations, eſpecially the 
latter, that of the Tendency of Principle 1 
inſlave us, will more naturally alarm us, 1 
uwe ſhould ever live to ſee the preſent Com- 
ßplainers in the Seat of Power. : 


But what are the Advantages to tempt 
the Parliament if any ſuch wicked Deſign 
was really on Foot, of which there is not 
the leaſt Symprom ? What are publick Em- 


ploy- 


— 
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ployments? At beſt they are precarious, and 


by no Means to be valued in Compariſon 
with their hereditary Eſtates, joined with the 
Advantages of being a free People, that Fe- 
licity of Conſtitution which is almoſt pecu- 
tar to this Nation, and which there is the 
greateſt Reaſon to believe them not only de- 


firous to enjoy, but to tranſmit down ſafe 


to their lateſt Poſterity, 


There are few whoſe Property is not e- 


nough to ſet them above Temptations of 
any Kind to ſo vile an Act; and many of them 
are known to have as ample Poſſeſſions, to 
be of as high Birth, endued with as fine Un- 
derſtandings and every other amiable Quality, 
as any of the reſt of the Nobility and Gen- 
try of this, or any Kingdom; is it likely then 
that ſuch ſhould agree to barter away ſolid 
Happineſs for Trifles? So are to be ac- 
counted, ſuch, I dare ſay they will account 
Court-Favours, whenever they ſhall be found 
to ſtand in Competition with the Rights 
and Liberties of Engliſb-Men. But that is 
no Reafon why they ſhould entirely diſdain 
them, or that it ſhould, in the mean Time, 
be thought a Diſparagement to accept them. 


It has always been practiſed, and is very 
allowable for a Member of either Houſe, 


as for any other Perſon, to ſerve his Prince, 
Es his 
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his Friends, his Family, by aſpiring to a pub- 
lick Poſt or Employment, ſo long as it does not 
interfere with the Duty he owes his Coun- 
try, the Truft he has received from his Con- 
ſtituents; which Duty and Truſt is not, to 
oppoſe the Government, but to 7 and 


ſtrengthen it in all lawful Caſes, by that Means 
to render it uſeful to thoſe Ends for which 
it was inſtituted. 3 we find many 

Houſes, in pub- 


vernment, that Way, and acting, in their le- 
giſlative Capacity, in the true Intereſt of their 


Y Country, and (as ſuch) according to the In- 
# clinations of the Miniſtry 


and Government. 
But it does not follow, becauſe they have 
done it lately, and for ſome Time, (having 


had no Cauſe to the contrary) that, therefore, 
they would continne to do any Thing, which 


{ould be acceptable, right or wrong. The 
Moment they found the Liberties of their 
Country really attack'd, it is not to be doubt 
cd, it ought not in common Juſtice to be 
queſtioned, but that the greater Number 
would fall off, and declare tor the common 


# Safety. 


That we know, was done at the Revo- 
LUTION, when different Maxius of Govern- 
ment (as well as MAsukrs) had prevailed, 
and for ſome Time been maintained as cur- 
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rent, having been enforced with all the Advan- 
tages ( beſides Power) of Wit and Learning, 
in the Senate, from the Bench and the Bar, 
the Preſ5 and the Pulpit; inſomuch that a great 


Part of the Nation was deeply poſſeſſed with 


an Opinion of the Doctrine, ready to ſubmit 
ro any Thing rather than offend againſt it : 
And now that ſuch Sentiments are exploded, 


ang by every Body diſclaimed, at leaſt, for the 
preſent, and the Generality don't think them- 
ſelves bound in Conſcience to ſubmit to the 


illegal and tyrannical Exerciſe of Government; 


ſhould it (which is very unlikely) be our 


Caſe again, as it then was, can we ſuſpect leſs 
Love of Liberty, leſs Underſtanding, Honour 
and Virtue in our preſent Nobility and Gentry 
than was found at that Time ? \ 


But whence ada ariſe the leaſt Danger of 
this Kind? I am willing to hope the Inclinati- 


ons of his preſent Majeſty are quite out of 


the Queſtion, that xo preſumes to hold 
HIM in the leaſt Suſpicion, or elſe how eafy is 
it to argue from the undiſputed JusTicE and 
CLEMENCY of his Temper ? From his Know- 
J-dge of our Conſtitution and Love for it; from 
his having diſcovered no Inclination to rule 
otherwiſe than according to the fundamental 
Laws of this Kingdom; from his repeated 
Declarations to that Effect, witneſs (among 


others) a memcrable and moſt gracious Speech 


trom 
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from the Throne, wherein he ſignified. Hs 


ag, Royal. Deſire that ALL his Subjects ſhould 
ar, not only enjoy common RicnTs, but that ALL 
eat Ops of Mx among them ſhould be un- 
th diſturbed in the Poſſeſſion of their reſpecłive 
nit particular Riohæs, to which they were legally 
it: intitled; from his Actions having never contra- 
ed, dicted his Declarations; from his not having 
the attempted to ſtretch the Prerogative of the 
m- XF Crown, nor made the leaſt Pretenſions to a 
he diſpenſing Power ; which we know to have 
nt; been the Caſe of ſuch preceding Reigns as 


our have entertained Deſigns injurious to the Li- 


lels berties of their Subjects. 
our f b | 
wy With Regard to the preſent Miniſtry, I 


cannot omit (though it be in ſome Meaſure 
repeating) a Circumſtance in Favour of them 
and us, viz. that abſolute and divine Right, the 
3 /avijh Doctrines of paſſive Obedience and Nor 
XZ Reſiſtance, Notions ſubſervient to the Deſigns 
of evil Miniſters, are not ſo much as mention» 
ed by or for them; but theſe were revived and 
8 faſhionable at a remarkable Period ſince 
the Revolution, when Schemes were actually on 
Foot disfavourable to our preſent happy Efta- 
bliſkment, to our civil and our religious Liber- 
ties; WHEN the PARTY, nay THE PERSONS 
now in the Adminiſtration (many of them) 
ſignaliz d themſelves in the PROTESTANT Cauſe 
and the Cauſe of LiptRTY, againſt a Party, 
D 2 in 
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in PLAct and Power under the Banner of 


rhoſe Primeiples, THEN bent to deſtroy BOTH, 
had they not been happily prevented. 


And now, becauſe that ſame Party and 


ſome of the very ſame PerSoNs have thought fit 


to change their Note, but not their Manners, 
and endeavoured to turn the CRy upon the 


reſent 'Miniftry, ſhall we therefore fall into 
fuch a H, Deluſion, as, upon their bare 
W 


Words ( were never remarkable for Vera- 
city, or any true Love to their Country) to 
believe the one, or the other to have ſo entirely 
relinquiſhed their former Principles as to 
become, in good Earneſt, the Reverſe of what 
they were but a few Years ago? I think it 
ſtrange to hear any violent Mention of Liberty, 
as if it could once be ſuſpected to be in Dan- 
per, in theſe Times of the greateſt Freedom; but 
it is exceeding odd to find 7 beſtirring them- 
ſelves with the Name of it, who, ſo very lately, 
were the known Advocates for, and open 
Abettors of real 'TYRANNY and SLAVERY. 


To put this Matter beyond all Diſpute, 
J will conclude with a ſhort Abſtract of the 
Origin and Nature of our Ergh/h Conſtitu- 
tion, taken from a Writer, by no Means, par- 
tial to Kings. 


*The Government of England is a mixed 
and limited Monarchy. The King and the 
* People 
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AJ 5: People make but one Body, whereof the 


6c King is the Head. 
Jo enable the King to labour effectually 


« for the Good of the Kingdom, it was ne- 


« ceflary to cloath him with a very great Re- 
venue, ſufficient toenable him to live in Splen- 
« dor, in order to attract the Veneration of the 
« People ; It was neceſſary to give him the 
« Command of Armies, and fortified Places, 
« to truſt him with the Execution of Laws, 
« the Adminiſtration of Juſtice in his own 
« Name, the pardoning of condemned Crimi» 
« nals, the Diſpoſal of all the high Offices, the 
e calling and diſſolving of the Parliament, the 
« rejecting Bills he thinks contrary to the com- 
“ mon Good, the proclaiming of Peace or 
« War. Theſe are called the Prerogatives of 
the King, or of the Crown, tho' not a com- 
« plete. Liſt of them.” | ny” 


Hence may be ſeen how ridiculous the No- 
tion is, of the Prerogative being ſo far grown 
from its original Pitch, as (according to a mo- 
dern Opinion) to need pruning and paring. 


The Privileges of the People conſiſt chief- 

* ly in this, or are derived from it: The King 
has not the Power of changing the Laws by 
* his own ſole Authority, which have been e- 
* nacted by the King and the People, 7. e. che 
. 3 


2 
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Parliament, nor can he raiſe Taxes at 


« his Pleaſure, that is, without the Confent of 


* the People by their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 


I 


Which ſhews, it would * an abominable 


Falſity, to ſay the Privileges of the People are 
any Ways infringed by the preſent Govern- 


ment.” . 


The Fruits of theſe Prerogatives of the 
* Crown, and theſe Rights and Privileges of 
e the People are (where they are no way dimi- 


* niſhed) the Life and Soul of national Happi- 


* neſs. * The King, by Means of his Preroga- 
tive, is able to protect his Subjects, to ſee the 
« Laws duly executed, and juſtice impartially 
« adminiſtred, to defend the weak againſt the 
« powerful Oppreſſor, to aſſiſt the unfortunate, 
1 and puniſh the Diſturbers of Society. And 
« the People confiding in the Laws, and the 
« King's Care to execute them, live ſecurely, 
« without any Fear for their Lives and Proper- 
« ties, enjoying the Fruits of their Induſtry.” . 


How doth this Deſcription of our original 
Conſtitution tally with the happy Condition 
and Circumſtances of our preſent Government 
according to Law ! . | 


The ſame Writer adds, But as Kings a- 


« roſe who aimed at abſolute Power, which 
* cc 
Was 


— 


$85 


„ was attended with evi] Conſequences, ſo (in 


| ; es © Conſequence of that) the People have not al- 

= te ways been contented with maintaining their 

| * Privileges, which hath as Muca tended to 
che Decay of publick Happineſs. 

— But, as it is oux great Happineſs not to be 
in the former Circumſtance, I hope we ſhall 


have the common M iſdom, Honeſty (1 may ſay) 
and Gratitude, not to give. Occaſion for Hiſtory 
he Bm REPROACH us with the /atter, 


